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Preface 

 
I don't care from the dumb conduit sort of mediumship that ignores the views and spirituality of the 
medium. To me a Priestess is not a medium for the Goddess, serving Her as a handmaiden, but a spark 
from the starry body of Nuit. I believe one cannot commune with anybody, great or small, without a 
basic equality of latent Divinity. Otherwise there would be no communion, only communication, an 
issuing of edicts from some Deity to a willing but in effect inferior creature, not a fellow in the Divine 
Spirit. When I look at a butterfly or a bluebell or a raindrop, I do not feel superior! 
 
I do not lose consciousness. Mine is an enhanced different sort consciousness, when I still my mind like a 
quiet pool and accept reflections from the Goddess Whom I invoke. That does not mean I am only a 
channel. I would not accept anything I thought wrong. It is a duet between Goddess and Priestess. It is 
most helpful when I can 'tune in' by the Well the evening before trying for the Oracle: we are not clones of 
Deity but individual rational feeling beings, equal in essence to the Divine All.  
 
Olivia Robertson 
(Personal correspondence, April 9, 2003.) 
 

 
Olivia Robertson  

at the Holy Well of Brigid 
 

Introduction 

During our Ceremony of Ordination in the Priesthood of The Fellowship of Isis, the candidate makes 
three commitments:  Spiritual Dedication, Care for Others, and Work in Arts and Crafts.   

The Spiritual Sphere is inspired by the Divine Light: The Great Spirit, the Holy Ghost.  Isis channels this 
White Light.  The 2nd Sphere of Love and Care is comforted and encouraged by the Divine Loving 
Mothers-Fathers of all.  Kwan Yin is giving this care to millions.  The 3rd Sphere of Arts and Crafts is 
taught in the School of Life by the Magi, the Avatars and the Muses.  They rule, and organise as well as 
teach. Minerva is strengthening women worldwide by bringing through teachings for the New Age. 



Without spiritual vocation the Priest/Priestess has no abiding strength.  From the Divine World of the 
deathless Deities flow goodness, beauty, truth and an abiding love.  Without these qualities the Priest and 
Priestess have no authority bestowed from the Divine Realm which is beyond all appearances. 

This Divine Realm has within itself all time, all space, all that is good.  Whatever is not good does not 
exist in that sphere.  Hence there is no war in heaven – only a struggle to get there!  Entry into this cosmic 
consciousness comes only from actual experience.  No teachings, book reading, magical or religious 
practices can bring this awareness of the innate divinity which is the Essence of Being.  They can help 
before and after mystical awakening, which is their role. 

The pitfall that can beset the pilgrim for spirituality was stigmatised by the Ancients as hubris – spiritual 
pride.  People gave the name Lucifer to it – to rise too high and so fall.  Nonetheless this steeple-chase 
form of progress is some people’s way of realisation!  Though the worthy tortoise may achieve Divine 
Union before the hare – the hare has a more exciting adventure! 

To avoid becoming King of Mars, Queen of Atlantis, and possibly finding oneself in some mental facility 
for exiled Gods, there is the second dedication for the aspirant: Care for Others.  It seems a boring and 
simple way, for worthy souls lacking spiritual gifts.  But we remember: the first step in spiritual progress 
is to realise one’s own divinity born of Deity.  The second step is to recognise this divinity in others. 

It is easy to admire Ghandi and Saint Germain, the Archangel Michael and Merlin – there are not many 
women in the usual list – but the problem comes in finding this divinity in people in a café or pub, in an 
office or out in wild nature. ‘Cats are obviously divine, but stoats aren’t.’  What seems an easy way ‘for 
those without much brains’ – is discovered to be impossible.  One remembers the advice of the great 
philosopher, Bertrand Russell, which seems deceptively naïve: “Be Kind.” 

It has puzzled me why personal attitudes, when contemptuous, hurt more than physical violence.  The 
word “Snobbery” connected with racial, social prejudice is inadequate.  I came up with words that suited 
the situation.  It was “Soul hurt.”  Some might not agree, but it works for me.  But you need to believe we 
all have souls, including animals and plants! 

I finally broke with the stiff upper lip, soul-less sterility of the 20th Century.  I discovered that I liked a 
song in “Traviata” – often condemned as ‘Verdi being sentimental’:  

“Love is the heart-beat of the Universe. 
Mysterious, exalted, anguish and joy of every heart.” 

During the FOI Presentation at the Goddess Conference in Glastonbury in 2010, Julie, a brilliant musician, 
picked on the first line.  “We’ll use that,” she said.  Those who remember me in my intellectual, critical 
phase in the thirties would be outraged at my leading a procession with Julie and Lydia with her drum, 
chanting:  “Love is the Heart-Beat of the Universe” to hundreds of Goddess lovers as we gave Blessings 
and shook hands with as many as we could.  A New Age was truly dawning. 

How can you join us?  Let your hair down.  Allow electric-magnetic like Power, the Melusina – Kundalini 
– flow through your whole body not just localised in your head.  And be friendly and happy. 

The Third Sphere is that of the Arts and Crafts – our career.  Here there is a distinction between the Gods 
and Goddesses who are Mothers and Fathers, Who love their offspring - and the Creator Deities who 
have a disciplinary and teaching role.  It’s rather like a loving mother and father sending their children to 
a very harsh school.  And that is what this planet is.  Evil is unresolved good.  Like the girl in the fairy 
story, we are required to turn roomfuls of straw into gold.  What for?  It is not enough to be born divine.  



We need to grow and show forth our talents.  In earthly life proud parents wish their children to offer 
something to the world.  So do the Deities. 

How may we achieve what is required of us?  The Oracles have returned to aid us.  The Oracle used to be 
the medium through which the Deities were able to inspire, animate and bring to fruition the latent gifts 
of those who came to them.  Their mighty role, as the Roman Sybils, affected the whole of Roman 
civilization.  Oracles were the life-flow of all great religious teachings on earth.   

Native Americans still inspire us.  One depressed Chief wrote to me saying his people were inundated by 
invaders bringing their own ways, but destroying theirs.  I surprised and pleased him when I told him 
that it was American Shamans who introduced the great Spiritualist teachings in every Western country.  
People used to ask “Why are so many Guides Indian Chiefs?”  The answer is clear:  it is because it was 
they who brought the knowledge of that Great Spirit Who is the Mind and Heart-beat of the Universe 
within all our faiths. 

The essential practice I have received about the reception of Oracles through our Priesthood is that they 
are not only mediums.  They should retain their own consciousness, and exercise their free will.  They are 
not asked to give teachings to which they do not subscribe.  Individual flow from various faiths is 
necessary now that we have global communion.  So in our practice the Oracle Priests and Priestesses give 
forth the Divine Name in whose aegis they speak.  They are not told who to invoke.  I notice the inspiring 
power that comes through Asian Goddesses Who are still worshipped by millions of devotees.  But a 
solitary Gaelic Sidhe or some Greek nymph may also have their say.  We in Clonegal Castle’s Temple of 
Isis use the traditional Holy Well of the Goddess Brigid for Oracles. 

I am beginning to realise that this is a wonderful time of Great Awakening!  Not only Star children are 
born among us, but we ourselves find that the barrier that separates us from heaven is dissolving.  To 
quote the Irish poet, Katharine Tynan, using “Isis” rather than “Jerusalem”:   

“The Realm of Isis is Holy 
Her Gates are open wide. 
All who would, may enter, 
And No-one is denied.” 
 
That indeed is an Oracle to uplift us! 
 
Olivia Robertson,  
July 4, 2011 
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